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for him and he was not in the least surprised when in
the following year he was set free.

One day he was a "lifer" wearing the striped prison
garb, the next he was strolling in ordinary attire in the
streets of Sofia as if nothing had happened. There
was always plenty of money for him, though he never
earned a penny by honest toil. Michailof saw to that,
He was in clover, dined at the best resorts and had
expensive mistresses. But he was watchful, because
Nahuni Tomalevsky had belonged to a faction only less
powerful than Michailof s band, And the man he had
murdered in the previous year had relatives. There is
such a thing as the blood feud in Bulgaria, wherein it is
laid upon the nearest of kin of a murdered man to be
revenged. Blood must be paid for with blood.

Nahum Tomalevsky had a brother who belonged
to the Danobist sect, a fraternity which abjured the
taking of life.   Vlada the Chauffeur traced him to the
meeting place of the sect.   To the surprise of the
Danobist brotherhood the well-known murderer began
to visit them.   They were vegetarians and their pastor
enjoined them not to destroy the life of man or of
beast.   It seemed a remarkable conversion, but though
willing to receive Vlada the Chauffeur, the pastor con-
sidered that he ought to express public repentance for
his life before joining them.   The secretary said to
him: "We know you to be a murderer.   Are you
sorry for the murders you have committed?"   Vlada
the Chauffeur said "No."   He had done as he was
told for political reasons.   He did not consider himself
a criminal.   The secretary said he must go away and not
come back till he had repented of his murders, for the
members of the cult were sworn never to take human
life.   Vlada the Chauffeur said he was glad of that.
Tomalevsky's brother was a member, was he not?   If
he could be assured that there was no danger to him
from that quarter that was all he wanted from them.
Pavelitch and Perchets were interested in the man